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The mission for Holden R-III School District 
is for all students, upon graduation, to have 
marketable skills or the basis to be eligible 

for post-secondary educational opportunities.
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The past year has been challenging and we appreciate the support of our 
community. Looking towards fall, we know we will once again work together 
to make sure we can offer quality in-person instruction and hold events and 
activities, while keeping everyone safe.

The framework that carried us through last year served us well and allowed 
in-person instruction options without disruption through the entire school 
year. Teachers worked tirelessly to make sure students were engaged and 
learning, both in-person and from a distance. Thankfully, much risk has been 
minimized by the wide availability of vaccinations for those ages 12 and up 
and we feel some of the safety procedures of last year can be relaxed as we 
transition into the 2021-2022 school year. We will still look to state and local 
health agencies for updated guidance as the year progresses, and as always 
our number one priority is to  continue to provide a safe learning environment 
for all students and staff.

Thank you for reviewing our Strong Start: Safe Return to In-Person Instruction 
and Continuity of Services Plan for updated procedures for the 2021-2022 
school year. This plan was crafted after input from a task force comprised of 
students, parents, guardians, families, teachers and their organizations and 
administration and will be reviewed and revised at least every six months. A 
copy of this plan is available on our website at: https://www.holdenschools.
org/strongstart for accessibility, allowing for screen-reader and translation 
services to be utilized. If you need, or know someone who needs, this plan 
translated or read to them please contact Central Office at (816) 732-5568.

We are determined to be prepared for any scenario that may arise, and 
therefore our plans may change due to new guidance from local and state 
agencies.

2

Strong Start:
Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan

2021/2022 HOLDEN R-III SCHOOL DISTRICT



M
IN

IM
IZ

IN
G

 R
IS

K

holdenschools.org      1612 S MAIN STREET HOLDEN, MO 64040       @HoldenSchools

Our proactive plan that places student and employee safety at the forefront 
of continuing in-person instuction will include the following safety measures: 

• Students and staff will perform home screenings and stay home if they are exhibit-
ing any symptoms of COVID-19 or other communicable disease. Details on what to 
watch for or to access the CDC’s Self Checker, visit: https://bit.ly/2WO9l2j

• Students, staff, and visitors to the buildings will have their temperature captured 
by infrared cameras as they enter and anyone with a fever will be sent home.

• Protective face coverings for students, staff, and visitors are strongly recommended.
• Sanitizer will be available at many points throughout the building and students and 

staff are encouraged to wash their hands or sanitize often.

On the first day of school and throughout the first week, safety procedures 
such as self-monitoring for symptoms and frequent and thorough handwash-
ing will be taught and practiced in all of our classrooms. Parental support and 
reinforcement of these new measures will be critical in providing the safest 
possible environment for students.

Mitigation Strategy Holden R-III Plan
Universal and correct wearing of masks • Consistent with Johnson County Community Health 

Services (JCCHS)
• Masks strongly recommended

Physical distancing • Consistent with JCCHS in as many educational spaces as 
possible

Handwashing and respiratory etiquette • Consistent with JCCHS & The Centers for Disease Con-
trol (CDC)

• Taught and enforced
• Sanitizer provided in various places district-wide

Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities • Consistent with JCCHS & CDC
• Increased cleaning for high-touch surfaces

Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quaran-
tine, in collaboration with state & local health departments

• Consistent with JCCHS & CDC
• Contact tracing done by Holden R-III

Diagnostic and screening testing • Testing available at local clinics
• Temperature and symptom screenings on-site

Efforts to provide vaccinations to educators, other staff, 
and strudents, if eligible

• Holden R-III will sponsor vaccination events for staff
• Holden R-III participates in and promotes vaccination 

events

Appropriate accommodations for children with disabilities 
with respect to the health and safety policies

• Accommodations as necessary or as mandated by Indi-
vidual Education Plan
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Instruction

This fall we will return to all in-person instruction. Online enrollment will 
open July 12, 2021 and continue through August 2, 2021. New students in all 
grade levels are asked to enroll at Holden Middle School on August 5, 2021 
from 12:00pm-8:00pm or August 6, 2021 from 8:00am-4:00pm. Information 
regarding MOCAP classes is provided on our website at holdenschools.org.

Arrival/Dismissal

Students will once again be able to eat breakfast in the cafeteria when they 
arrive at school, or second chance breakfast will be available after first block 
at HMS & HHS.

  Earliest Arrival Times:
   Day Plus 6:00am
   Elementary/Eagles Nest 7:45am
   Middle School 7:35am
   High School 7:35am

  Dismissal Times:
   Middle School 3:25pm
   High School 3:25pm
   Elementary/Eagles Nest 3:35pm

Lockers will be utilized at Holden Middle School, but will only be available at 
Holden High School under special circumstances and in the locker rooms.
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Breakfast and Lunch Procedures

Students will wash or sanitize their hands prior to eating. Microwaves will 
once again be available for students to warm lunches brought from home. 
Breakfast and lunch will be served out of the kitchen at each building and 
classes will be able to eat in the cafeteria. All food service staff (Opaa!) are 
thoroughly trained in food safety and the health department routinely audits 
school kitchens and awards our district buildings with top ratings for cleanli-
ness. 

Elective Classes

Holden R-III School District is committed to providing all curricular opportuni-
ties possible while adhering to the recommendations from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control (CDC) and Johnson County Community Health Services (JCCHS).  

• Weather permitting, students may go outside for physical education and/or music 
classroom activities, to increase opportunities for distancing.

• Commonly touched surfaces and equipment will be cleaned frequently and disin-
fectant will be available if cleaning between users is preferred.

• Career & Technical Education (CTE) classes held in cooperating districts will follow 
the procedures of those districts. (Warrensburg/Lee’s Summit)

Recess 

Holden Elementary will have recess on the playground, but a variety of alter-
nate locations will be utilized if additional distancing is needed.
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Social, Emotional and Health Safety

Building Counselors and our School Social Worker will continue to work to do 
the following:
• Create professional development for building staff regarding typical childhood re-

actions to stress and trauma.
• Collaborate with teachers on classroom activities to address student mental health 

upon return to school.
• Collaborate with community agencies on best practices.
• Provide classroom lessons on school expectations and structure around health safe-

ty and physical distancing practices to help students re-adjust to a full school 
schedule.

Building Visitors

Visitors to Holden R-III School District buildings will be screened by infrared 
cameras when they arrive. No one with a fever or symptoms of a communi-
cable disease will be allowed access to the building past the office. As usual, 
a record of visitors will be kept, including the time the visitor entered and 
exited the building. Conference call and videoconference meetings will be 
conducted throughout the school year so parents can continue to engage with 
teachers and participate in necessary discussions (e.g. Individualized Educa-
tion Program (IEP) and 504 plan meetings; discipline conversations) if in-per-
son meetings are not possible. 

Field Trips/Guest Speakers

The district will work with area field trip locations to determine availablili-
ty of experiences for our students, and we will follow any safety procedures 
outlined by chosen field trip locations. Assembly speakers or classroom guest 
presenters will be screened for fever and symptoms before being allowed into 
the building.
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Transportation

Protective face coverings will be required on district buses. Buses will be 
cleaned and disinfected at regular intervals. 

Usual bus routes will be followed and can be found on our website at:
https://www.holdenschools.org/transportation

Students should use sanitizer made available to them often, such as when 
boarding the bus and arriving at school. 

Cleaning

Holden R-III School District will have increased cleaning protocols, follow Cen-
ter for Disease Control (CDC) guidance found here: https://bit.ly/2ZSAOS7

Operational Strategy for K-12 Schools through Phased Prevention
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/
operation-strategy.html
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Extracurricular & Co-Curricular Activities

Holden R-III School District plans to provide students the opportunity to par-
ticipate in extracurricular and co-curricular activities. While offering these 
opportunities, the district will prioritize the health and safety of students and 
staff by adhering to CDC and JCCHS recommendations.

Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA) outlines guidelines 
as to how athletics and activities will be offered at district high schools and 
middle schools.  MSHSAA’s latest recommendations can be found on their web-
site at https://www.mshsaa.org/.

As a district, we understand the importance of offering these opportunities 
to our students and will continue to make every effort to do so. To the extent 
possible, we expect all athletics and activities that can be performed in ac-
cordance with CDC and Missouri River Valley Conference (MRVC) recommen-
dations to be available for student participation.

Spectators

Though the district does not plan on limiting spectators to any events, restric-
tions concerning these events will be determined by the MRVC and MSHSAA. 
School officials will communicate that information as it becomes available.

District Facilities

School sponsored and funded extracurricular and co-curricular activities, as 
well as district-affliated groups will be allowed to use district facilities. Out-
door facilities such as the playground and track will be open to the public 
during non-school hours when there are no school events taking place.
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Thank you for taking the time to review the Holden R-III School District 2021-
2022 Strong Start: Safe Return to In-Person Instruction and Continuity of Ser-
vices Plan. Should you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to 
your child’s building principal.

 Sarah Burks, Elementary Principal   sburks@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-6071
 Chris Lake, Middle School Principal   clake@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-4125
 Joe Parkhurst, High School Principal   jparkhurst@holdenschools.org
  (816) 732-5523

For the latest information on COVID-19 and how to keep your family safe, 
please visit the CDC website: https://bit.ly/2CGE8Hl

The district is looking for substitute teachers! If you, or anyone you know, has 
60 college hours and would be interested in substitute teaching, we urge you 
to visit https://www.holdenschools.org/apply to apply.

As we stated in our introduction, we are determined to be prepared for any 
scenario that may arise, and therefore our plans may change due to new 
guidance from local and state agencies. Holden R-III will review and revise, 
with input from a task force of students, parents, families, teachers and their 
organizations and administration, this Strong Start: Safe Return to In-Person 
Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan at least every six months. We ap-
preciate the flexibility of our parents, teachers, staff, and administration as 
we work together to make this year a success.
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